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Dear High School Students and Families, 
 
Our mission in the Sioux Falls School District is ñto educate and prepare each student to succeed in 
a changing world.ò As educators, we believe one of the essential skills for each student is the ability 
to plan for his/her own success. 
 
To the student: The High School Course Information and Career Planning Guide is designed to help 
you develop your learning plan. Our goal is to assist you in the selection of courses that best meet 
your career goals for high school and beyond. We hope you take every opportunity to choose 
courses that fit your career plan and provide the greatest opportunity for your success. With  
guidance from parents/guardians and school counselors, we encourage you to review your learning 
plan each year and seek the approval of your parents/guardians for necessary changes in your plan. 
 
Graduation requirements are included in this guide. Please read them carefully and ask your  
counselor if you have questions. 
 
A few points to remember as you begin the exciting task of selecting your courses: 

¶ Select classes to match your interests and provide for your success. 

¶ Review and understand the high school graduation requirements. 

¶ Work with school counselors, teachers, parents, and administration to create a learning plan 
that is best for you. 

 
To the parents and guardians: We expect each student to reach his or her fullest potential. We  
appreciate your partnership in encouraging your student to make the most of his/her high school 
experience. Our goal is for each student to take advantage of every high school opportunity. We 
thank you for your support in making this happen. 
 
I encourage you to make careful use of this course book, plan wisely, and enjoy your high school 
years. Our administrators, teachers, counselors, and entire high school staff are here to support your 
success. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Jane Stavem 
Superintendent 

2022-2023 Letter from Dr. Jane Stavem, Superintendent  
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Sioux Falls School District 49-5 

 

To educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world. 
 
 

 

 

Washington High School 
The mission of Washington High School is: 
To develop life-long learners to succeed in a changing world. 
 
 
 
 

Lincoln High School 
The mission of Lincoln High School is:  
To educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world. 
 
 
 
 

Roosevelt High School 
The mission of Roosevelt High School is:  
To educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world. 

 
 
 
 

Jefferson High School 
The mission of Jefferson High School is: 
To educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career and Technical Education Academy 
The mission of Career and Technical Academy is: 
To educate and prepare students for future success through specialized, 
rigorous, career-oriented learning. 

 

Mission Statements 2022-2023 
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Academic & Career Planning 
 

The Sioux Falls School District has developed these steps to help you determine what academic and career plans you will 
choose as you begin high school and transition to postsecondary education, training, or the world of work. 
 

PA career interest inventory was given to you in 8th grade. You will take another career interest inventory and an ability 

assessment in 10th grade. 

PYour high school counselor and English teachers will provide academic and career planning activities during your 

English I, English II, and English III classes.  

PContact your counselors for information about articulation agreements between all four State Technical School  

 programs, and Sioux Falls School District high school courses.  

PThis high school course information book has an academic and career planning section for you and your parents/

guardians to review. This section recommends that you: 
1. Consider your abilities, skills, and values as you select high school courses that will lead toward a career. 
2. Explore information at www.sdmylife.com. Your school counselor can help you get started with this. 
3. Complete the interest quiz on pages 5-12 which asks:  

Who are you? Where are you going? What elective courses should you take? 
4. Create a personal learning plan for yourself. Students are required to have a Personal Learning Plan to 

graduate. 
 

The following pages link to the South Dakota Career Clusters. A career cluster is a grouping of occupations on common 
knowledge and skills. Each cluster framework has an established pathway and specialties including both technical and  
professional occupations. There are recommendations of elective courses in each section which connect to each of these 
career clusters.  
 

You can find more information on each cluster at http://doe.sd.gov/topics.aspx under ñCareer Clusters/Programs of 
Study.ò Select Career Clusters that interest you and view the cluster framework and sequence of courses. Good luck! 
 

Agriculture, Food & 
Natural Resources 

Education & Training Hospitality & Tourism Manufacturing 

Architecture &  
Construction 

Finance Human Services Marketing, Sales  
& Service 

Arts, A/V Technology 
& Communications 

Government & Public 
Administration 

Information  
Technology 

Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math 

Business, Management 
& Administration 

Health Science Law, Public Safety  
& Security 

Transportation,  
Distribution & Logistics 

http://www.sdmylife.com/
http://doe.sd.gov/topics.aspx
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Career Cluster Exploration 
Directions: Circle the items in the first two columns of each box that best describe you. You may 
make as many or as few circles in each box as you choose. Add up the number of circles in each box. 
Look to see which boxes have the highest numbers to see which Career Clusters you may want to 
explore and what types of elective classes you should take. 

Activities that describe what I 
like to do: 
1. Learn how things grow and stay 

alive. 
2. Make the best use of the earthôs 

natural resources. 
3. Hunt and/or fish. 
4. Protect the environment. 
5. Be outdoors in all kinds of 

weather. 
6. Plan, budget, and keep records. 
7. Operate machines and keep 

them in good repair. 

Personal qualities 
that describe me: 
1. Self-reliant 
2. Nature lover 
3. Physically active 
4. Planner 
5. Creative problem 

solver 
  
School subjects 

that I like: 
1. Math 
2. Life Sciences 
3. Earth Sciences 
4. Chemistry 
5. Agriculture 

Occupations Relating 
to This Career Cluster 

Requiring  
Postsecondary 
Education 
Agricultural Chemical 

Dealer 
Aquaculturist 
Bank/Loan Officer 
Environmental  
   Compliance- 
   Assurance Manager 
Equine Manager 
Farm Manager 
Health and Safety 

Sanitarian 
Meat Cutter-Meat 

Grader 
Park Manager 
Produce Buyer 
Recycling Technician 
Wildlife Manager 

Requiring  
Baccalaureate 
Degree 
Agricultural Educator 
Botanist 
Ecologist 
Environmental 
Engineer 
Fish and Game 
Officer 
Landscape Architect 
Plant Pathologist 
Veterinarian 

Courses I  
should take: 

Environmental Science 
AP Environmental Science 
Physical Science 
Chemistry 
AP Biology 
Physics 
Intro to Vehicle Systems & Maintenance 
Repairing Small Engines 
General Foods 
Advanced Foods 
Welding 
AP Human Geography  
Marketing Education 
Single Survival 
Applied Math 
Consumer Math 
Outdoors Adventure Education 
Career Internship 
College Prep English 
 
Recommended CTE Academy   

Courses: 
CTE Exploration 
Welding II 
Advanced Welding & Manufacturing 

Activities that describe what I 
like to do: 

1. Read and follow blueprints and/
or instructions. 

2. Picture in my mind what a 
finished product looks like. 

3. Work with my hands. 
4. Perform work that requires 

precise results. 
5. Solve technical problems. 
6. Visit and learn from beautiful, 

historic, or interesting buildings. 
7. Follow logical, step-by-step 

procedures. 

Personal qualities 
that describe me: 
1. Curious 
2. Good at following 

directions 
3. Pay attention to 

detail 
4. Good at  
    visualizing  
    possibilities 
5. Patient and  
    persistent 
School subjects 

that I like: 
1. Math 
2. Drafting 
3. Physical Sciences 
4. Construction 

Trades 
5. Electrical Trades/

Heat, Air Condi-
tioning and Refrig-
eration/Technology 
Education  

Occupations Relating 
to This Career Cluster 

Architect 
Carpenter 
Civil Engineer 
Construction  Fore-

man/Manager 
 Contractor 
Demolition Engineer 
Drafter 
Drywall Installer 
Electrician 
Electronic Systems  
 Technician 
Equipment/Material 

Manager 

General Contractor/ 
 Builder 
Heating, Ventilation,  
 Air Conditioning  
 and Refrigeration  
 Mechanic 
Interior Designer 
Painter 
Paperhanger 
Plumber 
Project Estimator 
Project Inspector 
Roofer 
Safety Director 
Sheet Metal Worker 
Tile and Marble  
 Setter 

Courses I  
should take: 

Woodworking Technology 
Business Ventures I & II 
Home Maintenance 
Welding I 
Fashion Design 
Geometry 
Algebra II 
Applied Math 
Physics 
Career Internship 
Fundamentals of Communication 
College Prep English 
College Algebra 
 
Recommended CTE Academy  

Courses: 
CTE Exploration 
Advanced Woodworking &     
     Cabinetmaking 
Carpentry 
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Occupations Relating 
to This Career Cluster 

Courses I  
should take: 

Occupations Relating 
to This Career Cluster 

Courses I  
should take: 

Academic & Career Planning 2022-2023  

Career Cluster Exploration  

Activities that describe what 
I like to do: 

1. Use my imagination to  
   communicate new information 

to others. 
2. Perform in front of others. 
3. Read and write. 
4. Play a musical instrument. 
5. Perform creative, artistic  
    activities. 
6. Use video and recording  
    technology. 
7. Design brochures and posters. 

Personal qualities 
that describe me: 

1. Creative and 
imaginative 

2. Broad    
    communicator/ 
    good vocabulary 
3. Curious about 

new technology 
4. Relate well to 

feelings and 
thoughts of others 

5. Determined/
tenacious 

 
School subjects 

that I like: 
1. Art/Graphic design 
2. Music 
3. Speech and 

Drama 
4. Journalism/ 
Literature 
5. Audiovisual  
   Technologies 

Art Therapist 
Actor 
Audio-Video  
    Designer and 

Engineer 
Broadcast   
    Technician 
Commercial Artist 
Computer Animator 
Curator/Gallery  
 Manager 
Dancer/

Choreographer 
Director and Coach 
Disc Jockey (DJ) 
Editor 
Fashion Coordinator 
Fashion Designer 
Graphic Designer 
Illustrator 
Journalist 
Lithographer 
Musician 
Music Composer 
Music Therapist 
Painter 
Photographer 
Printing Equipment  
 Operator  

Public Relations  
 Specialist 
Radio/TV    
    Announcer 
Radio/TV Program  
 Writer Stagehand 
Sculptor 
Stunt Performer 
Teacher (Art, Music,  
 Drama) 
Telecommunication  
 Technician 
TV producer 
Videographer 
Visual  
   Merchandising     

Designer 
Web Page Designer 
Writer/Author  

Fashion Design  
Graphic Design  
Photography 
Web Design 
Programming with 

Java 
Debate 
British, Contempo-

rary and/or World 
Literature 

Creative Writing 
Journalism 
American Film  
     History 
3D Design 
Drawing  
Painting 
Art Independent 

Study 
Theatre 
Play Production 
Oral Interpretation 
Music (vocal and/or 

instrumental) 
Music Theory 
Geometry 
Dance and Fitness 
Global Issues 
World Language  

Career Internship 
Fundamentals of 

Communication 
College Prep English 
 
Recommended 

CTE Academy 
courses: 

CTE Exploration 
Intro to Arts,A/V 

Technology & 
Communications 

A/V Production 
Broadcast   
     Technology 
Digital Music  
     Production 
Digital Animation 
 

Activities that describe what I 
like to do: 
1. Perform routine, organized 

activities but can be flexible. 
2. Work with numbers and  
    detailed information. 
3. Be the leader in a group. 
4. Make business contact with 

people. 
5. Work with computer programs. 
6. Create reports and  
    communicate ideas. 
7. Plan my work and follow  
   instructions without close  
   supervision. 

Personal qualities 
that describe me: 

1. Organized 
2. Practical and 

logical 
3. Patient 
4. Tactful 
5. Responsible 
 
School subjects 

that I like: 
1. Computer      

Applications/
Business and 
Information    
Technology 

2. Accounting 
3. Math 
4. English 
5. Economics 

Administrative  
 Assistant 
Advertising Sales  
 Person 
Auditor 
Business Consultant 
Certified Public  
 Accountant 
Corporate Trainer 
E-Commerce  
   Analyst 
Entrepreneur 
Facilities Manager 
Finance Director 
Human Resources 

Manager 
Investment   
   Executive 
Marketing Analyst 
Medical    
   Transcriptionist 
Office Manager 

OSHA/ADA   
   Compliance  
 Officer 
Personnel Recruiter 
Public Relations  
 Manager 
Sales    
   Representative 
Wholesale and 

Retail Buyer 

Accounting 
Business  
     Communications 
Business Law 
Marketing Education 
AP Statistics 
Consumer Math 
Single Survival 
Business Ventures  
Economics 
Personal Finance 
AP Macroeconomics 
Marketing Internship/

Co-op 
World Language  
Career Internship 
Fundamentals of 

Communication 
College Prep English 
College Algebra 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended CTE 
Academy Cours-
es: 

CTE Exploration 
Academy of Finance 
Accounting 
Restaurant Manage-

ment/Culinary Arts 
1(ProStart I) 

Restaurant Manage-
ment/Culinary Arts 
2(ProStart 2) 

Hospitality & Tourism 
Entrepreneurship 
Experience 


